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 Longwood University is known for a lot of things: It’s one of the oldest colleges in the country, and it boasts about a 
lot of great things from its patron saint, Joan of Arc, and the Rotunda of Ruffner Hall to its beloved “That’s What She Said” 
T-shirts. But if all goes according to plan, Longwood will take its rank in history as the creator of the world’s largest papier-
mâché sculpture.
   The sculpture is the campus-wide program held by the Cox-Wheeler RCL staff, and is currently being constructed in the 
Lankford Student Union Ballroom. The proposed dimensions of the sphere, which will be decorated as a beach ball to cel-
ebrate the end of the semester and the beginning of summer break, are 10-foot by 10-foot. 
   The previous record is held by Salem Lutheran Middle School in Orange County, California. This sculpture was also 
spherical and was decorated as a globe. It was 7.5 feet tall and 28 feet around. 
   The idea for this record breaking endeavor came about at a meeting of the Cox-Wheeler Resident Assistant (RA) staff. Ac-
cording to Wheeler RA, Nick Kirkbride, they wanted to do something that was unique from the other campus-wide events 
that was not a party or get together. The idea of breaking a world record was a bit of a joke at first, but once some of the staff 
members researched the idea, they thought that they could make this seemingly far-fetched idea into a reality. 
   The purpose of the record attempt is to bring the Longwood community together and to make something tangible out of 
all the hard work that students have put in this semester literally, since much of the ball is comprised of actual assignments 
and notes. 
   Students have been coming in and out of the Ballroom all day, in some cases staying for hours on end to contribute to the 
completion of the project. As of 9 p.m. Tuesday, nearly 350 different students had taken part in this world record attempt. 
“Participation has been huge,” said Josh Blakely, West Campus Area Coordinator, who is a major proponent of the project, 
on Monday.
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   “Redemption prom is a second chance prom for people who 
wanted another chance to really experience prom the way that they 
wanted to,” explained Carley York, an alumna and creator of Re-
demption Prom at Longwood. The prom, which is hosted by Unity 
Alliance every spring, is open to all Longwood students and the 
Hampden-Sydney College Unity Alliance. York said she was in-
spired to start it because she, as well as a lot of her friends, had bad 
prom experiences and wanted a “do-over”.
   The first year York held the prom, they tried to sell tickets, but she 
said that didn’t turn out well. They now host the event for free, and 
take donations instead of tickets. Many agree the event has gotten 
better over the years. “In comparison to my freshman year… it’s bet-
ter. It’s a huge success in my opinion,” said Carlos Galicia, a member 
of the Hampden-Sydney Unity Alliance.
   Many feel like the prom is a second chance, but others explain 
it can also just be an opportunity to come out and have some fun. 
“Everybody says it’s a second chance for something horrible. I had 
a good first prom, but this one is even better. It’s a time to celebrate. 
It’s no stress and it’s fun,” said Chantal Gamble, secretary of Unity 
Alliance.
   Students could get their photo taken for a dollar, with those pro-
ceeds going to the “It Gets Better” project, which is a movement to 

encourage those who identify with the LGBT community or any gay 
or lesbian teen facing prejudices. “The It Gets Better campaign is 
basically a message to everybody out there who is struggling with 

their identity … It’s a message saying don’t give up yet. High school 
is just a phase you go through. You have college and the rest of your 
life. It does get better,” explained Gamble. She commented on the 
fact that there has been an increase in teen suicide in relation to this 
issue and she hopes the funds will help the cause.
   York stressed that it’s not “just a prom for the gays.” She said that 
although Unity Alliance hosts the prom, it’s meant as an excuse for 
students to get dressed up with their new friends and enjoy a night. 
“It’s not a GLBTQ prom by any means. It’s for anybody who feels 
like they didn’t do something their first go around and just wants to 
do it completely different,” said Galicia. 
   Vice-President of the Hampden-Sydney Unity Alliance, Jay Artis, 
also commented on how the event is free from judging.
   Lauren Camacho, a member of the Longwood Unity Alliance, 
shared a similar view.
 “If you go to any sort of other dance that’s put on by other orga-
nizations or something, it’s kind of awkward to go in there and be 
like,'Well I’m with a person of the same sex' and everyone’s kind of 
looking at me. Here it’s different. It doesn’t matter. Everyone’s with 
who they want to be with. There’s no stress and no pressure. It’s just 
nice,” she said.   
   To get more involved, visit http://longwoodorg.collegiatelink.
net/orgnizations/unity-alliance/about.
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Longwood University Hopes to Make

   The ball has inspired many students to contribute very unique materials to its 
construction.  There is a station in the ballroom where students can write special 
notes and “This I Believe” statements to attach. There were all sorts of interesting 
notes on the ball, which ranged from “P Finn will you marry me?” to “I believe in 
white and bLUe.” 
   Aside from the typical newspapers, which were donated in massive quantities, 
and the notes, students contributed old papers, class syllabi, letters, and all sorts of 
paper mementos. One girl brought a collection of Sunday comics, others brought 
flyers from their favorite organizations, old letters, or handouts from classes. There 
were even Chi droppings attached. 
   Of course, most of the ball is made up of newspaper, much of which was do-
nated by Modern Woodmen of America, a financial group that co-sponsored the 
event. Enormous cardboard boxes of paper grace the front steps of Lankford for 
the sculpture.
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Redemption Prom was held in the Ballroom of Lankford Student Union on Thursday.
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